
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HAMPTON 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 8, 2022 

 

The regular meeting of the Charter Township of Hampton Planning Commission was called to 

order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson Talaga in the Hampton Township Board Room. 

 

PRESENT:  Klass, Brey, Adamowski, Talaga 

ABSENT:  Mulders, Wright, Leinberger 

ALSO PRESENT:  Sheppard, DeWyse, Eggers, Hebner, Benchley, and 13 people in the 

audience. 

 

Motion by Adamowski seconded by Klass that the minutes of the October 13, 2022, meeting be 

approved as printed and that the reading of the minutes be waived.  Motion carried. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

There were no communications. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

John Billette, Consumers Energy, 2305 N SE Boutell Rd, appeared before the board to request 

a special use permit to construct a 50 acre pond/lake. 

 

Discussion was held on the following: The applicant stated that Consumers is still looking for 

soil to use at the plant.  They are using their own site and not having to haul the spoils on local 

roads.  They will apply for a permit from EGLE, the road commission, and drain office.  The 

overflow will flow into the county drainage system. The applicant will have an easement to the 

Underwood Drain. 

 

The planner discussed his review.  The proposed site lies between two zoning districts.  Ponds 

are allowed in any zoning district as a special use.  The setbacks are met.  The applicant is 

proposing a chain link fence around the pond.  And the water source will be from storm water.  

The truck route will be on the applicant’s private property.  The operation hours of construction 

will be from 7 am to 7 pm.  The lake will be closed to the public. The slope of the lake is 

shown and complies with the regulations.  All the special use requirements have been met. 

 

Discussion continued:  The applicant is having a hard time obtaining a permit from EGLE at 

this time and would like the special use and site plan tabled until they can get clarification from 

EGLE. 

 

At this time the hearing was open to the public.  

 

Mary Smith, 1164 W. Hampton Rd, asked how many more ponds are going to be needed. 

 

At this time the public hearing was closed to the public. 

 

Motion by Adamowski seconded by Klass to recess the public hearing and table the special use 

permit and site plan review until the applicant can get approval from EGLE. 
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AYES:  Adamowski, Klass, Talaga, Brey 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT:  Mulders, Wright, Leinberger  

Motion carried. 

 

McKenna and Associates, dba Storage of America, appeared before the board to request a 

special use permit to operate an indoor storage area in the old Kmart building at 1377 W Center 

Rd. 

 

The planner discussed his review.  All of the storage area is located inside the building.  

Nothing shall be constructed on the outside of the building other than a revised sign.  The 

proposed mini storage unit facility is similar to a regional warehousing or distribution center 

which is permitted in the I-1 district by special use.  The previous zoning of this district was B-

3 which allowed this use by right with conditions.  Site plan review  approval will be required 

before any renovations can begin.  There can be special use conditions placed once a site plan 

has been submitted. 

 

The applicant stated they have the same storage facilities around Michigan.  There is a manager 

on site and the property will always be managed and maintained.  There may be a future 

request to construct enclosed outdoor storage. 

 

At this time the hearing was open to the public. 

 

Andrew Wilson, owner of the building behind the applicant asked about fencing around the 

property.  He also inquired about video cameras being installed and would like to see the 

dumping behind the building stopped. 

 

Mary Smith 1164 W Hampton Rd, asked about the future outdoor storage area. 

 

At this time the public hearing was closed to the public. 

 

Board member Klass asked about the need for all the new storage units being developed.  The 

applicant stated the market analysis shows a need for said storage units. 

 

Motion by Klass seconded by Brey to approve the special use permit to McKenna and 

Associates, dba Storage of America, to operate an indoor storage area in the old Kmart building 

at 1377 W Center Rd. with the following conditions:  the applicant receives site plan approval 

from the planning commission and that it is noted special use conditions can be placed at the 

time of the site plan review. 

 

AYES:  Klass, Brey, Adamowski, Talaga 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT:  Mulders, Wright, Leinberger  

Motion carried. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

There was discussion held on rezoning R7 to AG for REV Trucking Company to use the 

property on Arms Rd to operate a filling station for natural gas. 

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

Mike Humphries, Spectrum Autism Center asked the board if they could open an autism center 

in the old Skorupski’s funeral home located on Pine Rd.  They currently have centers in 

Freeland, Midland and PawPaw.  These centers provide applied behavior analysis support. 

They are similar to the Games Changers facilities in Bay City.  The state requires special 

licenses for these facilities.  The center would have 2-year-olds through the age of 12 or 14. 

There could be 25-50 people per day coming and going throughout the center.  There would be 

no modifications to the outside of the building other than installing a fence.  There would be 

internal renovations.  An autism center is not listed in the zoning ordinance.  The closest use 

would be medical and dental offices, which are allowed by right in that zoning district.  They 

would not need to come before the planning commission for approval. 

 

At this time the meeting was closed to the public. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

The building inspector noted that Taco Bell is considering doing a complete remodel of the 

interior and exterior of the building.  All the signage is changing and the drive thru is going to 

two lanes.  They are not going to change the parking that requires four or more spaces, 

therefore the renovations can be approved administratively. 

 

Dewyse also noted that the special use for a pond that was amended on Arms Road was to have 

a residential structure placed on the lot within one year to avoid having to install a fence around 

the pond.  Dewyse was instructed by the planning commission to pursue the fence to be 

installed or other life safety measures be taken. 

 

Dewyse wanted clarification if outdoor storage was allowed on the vacant property on Center 

Ave just west of Knight Road across from the gas station.  Outdoor storage is not allowed on 

that property. 

 

Motion by Klass seconded by Brey that the meeting adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

       

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

       ________________________ 

       Jerry Talaga, Chairperson 

       Jodie Hebner, Recording Secretary 


